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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S t .  Thomas' Episcopal  Church c o n s i s t s  of t h e  church b u i l d i n g  proper ,  t h e  p a r i s h  
h a l l ,  and t h e  r e c t o r ' s  s tudy wi th  connect ing c l o i s t e r .  The present  church bu i ld ing  
proper i s  r ec t angu la r  i n  shape, one s t o r y  i n  he ight  (approximately 25 f e e t  from t h e  
ground t o  t h e  eaves) ,  approximately 40 f e e t  i n  width and 105 f e e t  i n  l eng th .  The 
o u t l i n e  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  church--the f r o n t  and main p a r t  of t h e  bui lding-- is  r e a d i l y  
d i s c e r n i b l e .  It i s  of  b r i ck  cons t ruc t ion ;  t h e  o r i g i n a l  is  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and 
t h e  add i t ion  t o  the  r e a r  i s  l a r g e l y  i n  American bond. Extending from t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
r e a r  corner  of  t h e  church bu i ld ing  i s  t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l  and from t h e  no r theas t  r e a r  
co rne r ,  t h e  c l o i s t e r  l ead ing  t o  t h e  r e c t o r ' s  study. The facade has  a  recessed  
p o r t i c o  with two Doric columns f lanked by two Doric p i l a s t e r s ,  the. l a t t e r  of which 
a r e  repea ted  a t  t h e  f r o n t  co rne r s  of  t h e  buildi.ng. Within t h e  por t ico ,and  above 
t h e  main door , i s  a  c i r c u l a r  rose  window. Below t h e  p l a i n  co rn ice ,  across  t h e  facade., 
and along t h e  s i d e s  of  t h e  church a r e  a  f r i e z e  and a r c h i t r a v e ,  l i kewise  p l a in .  The 
facade i s  capped by a  t r iangularpediment  wi th  a  louvered f a n  window. There i s  one 
windorv on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  p o r t i c o  wi th  muntins and p l a i n  g l a s s  and f i v e  windows 
along both  s i d e s  of  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  each with s t a i n e d  g l a s s .  A l l  t h e  windows have 
Gothic,or  poin ted ,arches .  Rising from t h e  gable  roof above the  facade is a  tower, 
composed of a  base of  t h r e e  square  wooden s e c t i o n s  ( the  upper two paneled) of dimin- 
i sh ing  s i z e  and an octagonal  cupola.  The cupola has a  d e n t i l  co rn ice ,  b u t t r e s s e d  
base, p i l a s t e r s ,  loiivered openings, and a  r ibbed dome surmounted by a c r o s s ,  bo t !~  
sheathed i n  copper. 

Within t h e  church,the pews a r e  d iv ided  by a  c e n t e r  a i s l e  and f lanked by s i d e  
a i s l e s  along t h e  wa l l s .  The opening i n t o  the  chancel  i s  f lanked by h r i c  columns, 
and a t  t h e  back of t h e  chancel  i s  a  th ree -pa r t  s ta ined-glass  window. The w a l l s  o f  
the  nave have a  d e n t i l  molding. 

The o r i g i n a l  church bu i ld ing  :;as begun i n  1833 and completed i n  1834 a t  h c o s t  
of $3,500. With some a l t e r a t i o n s ,  i t  e x i s t s  today as  t h e  f r o n t  and main p a r t  of 
the  p resen t  s t r u c t u r e .  Rectangular i n  shape arid one s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t ,  i t  was approx- 
imate ly  40 f e e t  i.n width and 65 f e e t  i n  length .  Except f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  windows 
were probably r ec t angu la r  r a t h e r  than wi th  pointed arches ( the re  is some s t r u c t u r a l  
evidence of t h i s )  and wi th  c l ea r ,no t  s t a i n e d , g l a s s ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  the  o r i g i n a l  was 
gene ra l ly  t h e  same as a t  present .  According t o  Eishop William Meade,"In 1853. . . 
t h e  church e d i f i c e  was enlarged ,  and a t  the  same time both t h e  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  
were much improved." That year  a l s o  M i s s  Georgiana Cave o f  Montebello, Orange 
County, spoke of  t h e  bu i ld ing  be ing  enlarged  and of  an organ f o r  t h e  church. It i s  
probable t h a t  t h e  enlargement included t h e  ex tens ion  of  t h e  chailcel and a  small  
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s i z e  of the  nave. (A photograph of t h e  e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  church da ted  
c i r c a  19(18 shows t h e  a d d i t i o n ) .  The windows a l s o  may have been a l t e r e d  a t  t h i s  tim12 -- 
t o  t h e  Gothic form. The i n t e r i o r  improvements r e f e r r e d  t o  q u i t e  poss ib ly  inc luded 
t h e  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  Gothic a rch  over  t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  chancel  and t h e  s i m i l a r  but  
smal le r  arches f l ank ing  and ad jo in ing  i t ,  as  an i n t e r i o r  photograph of  the  same 
v in tage  a s  t h e  aforementioned photograph a t t e s t s .  Ce r t a in ly  included among t h e  
improvements was t h e  i n s t a l l a c i o n  of the  f i r s t  church organ. 

There was a  g a l l e r y ,  perhaps incorpora ted  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  cons t ruc t ion ,  which 
extended ac ross  t h e  bu i ld ing  a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  pews and was supported by wooden 
columns. It was reached by s t a i r s  l oca ted  i n  t h e  v e s t i b u l e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
f r o n t  door. 

I n  1912 t h e  small  a d d i t i o n  t o  the. r e a r  was extencled, and, thus  enlarged, became 
t h e  pa r i sh  h a l l .  I n  1928 t h e  roof of  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was r a i s e d .  I n  t h a t  year  a l s o  
t h e  ncw,and p r e s e n t , p a r i s h  h a l l  was cons t ruc ted ,  extending o u t  from t h e  southeas t  
(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  + I )  
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1853. 1912. 1928 & 1975 BU'LDER'AR%~~%E Church, C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ;  poss ib ly  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE U U L L ~  by WlLLlaiii ~ i .  pnlLL1ps 

S t .  Thomas' Episcopal Church i s  t h e  second,and present ,church  of the  p a r i s h  of  t h a t  
name. S t .  Thomas' P a r i s h  was formed i n  1740. The f i r s t  pa r i sh  church, l oca ted  on the  
Taylor proper ty ,  long known a s  Meador~farm, was c a l l e d  t h e M i d d l e  o r  Brick Church. 'fie 
anc ien t  communion p l a t e  of t h a t  Anglican,or Es t ab l i shed ,Ch~~rch- -a  s i l v e r  c h a l i c e  and 
paten d a t i n g  from 1766-1767 and engraved wi th  t h e  name of t h e  par i sh- -are  i n  t h e  posses- 
s ionof S t .  Thomas' Church. Af t e r  dexoliti.on of  t h e  Niddle Church,as a  resu1.t of  the  
c o n f i s c a t i o n  of church and g lebe  proper ty ,  and a  per iod  of  years  when Episcopal ian 
communicants worshipped informal ly  i n  va r ious  l o c a t i o n s ,  t h c  main p a r t  of  t h e  present  
S t ,  Thomas' Church was b u i l t  on land purchased by t h e  v e s t r y  i n  1833. The bu i ld ing  was 
completed t h e  fol lowing yea r ,  

From a  h i s t o r i c a l  s t andpo in t ,S t .  Thomas' served during t h e  C i v i l  li'ar a s  a  h o s p i t a l  
fol lowing t h e  b a t t l e s  a t  Cedar Hountain, Chance l lo r sv i l l e ,  the  Wilderness,  and Spotsyl-  
vania  Court House. A t  one po in t  i t  was used as  a  s h e l t e r  f o r  refugees from Freder icks-  
burg when t h a t  town was badly damaged by f i g h t i n g .  :xr ing  t h e  winter  of 1863-64 v1:en 
t h e  Army of Northern Vi rg in i a  he ld  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  along t h e  Rapidan River i n  Orange 
County, General Robert E. Lee and o t h e r  . o f f i c e r s  and men worshipped a t  S t .  Thomas'; 
General ~ e e ' s  pew i s  preserved.  But i t  i s  from an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s tandpoin t  t h a t  S t .  
Thomas' i s  of p a r t i c u l a r  importance. 

The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of  S t .  Thomas' fo1loi . i~ c l o s e l y  the  des ign  of  o l d  C h r i s t  Church 
i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  which was demolished i n  1895. Chr i s t  Church was e rec t ed  i n  1824 
from plans  furn ished  by Thomas Je f f e r son .  J e f f e r s o n ' s  p lan ,  i t  h a s  been s a i d ,  was hased 
on t h a t  o f  a church near  h i s  home while  i n  P a r i s ,  Chalgrin 's  St .  Ph i l ippe  du Roule. 
C h r i s t  Church was b u i l t  by William B. P h i l l i p s ,  whom Je f fe r son  had secured t o  do b r i ck  
work a t  t h e  ~ n ' i v e r s i t ~  of  V i rg in i a .  As a  master  bu i lde r ,  P h i l l i p s  c a r r i e d  o u t  the  
Je f f e r son ian  s t y l e  i n  work done i n  Albemarle and neighboring count ies .  During t h e  
1820s and 1830s he  was engaged i n  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  Orange area ;  he b u i l t  t h e  Madison 
County Courthouse i n  t h e  l a t e  1820s and a  j a i l  i n  Orange i n  t h e  mid 1830s,among o the r  
s t r u c t u r e s .  Because oE t h e  c a r e f u l  use  of c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l s ,  a  hal lmark of  ~ h i l l i p s '  
work, i t  seems probabl? t h a t  he b u i l t  S t .  Thomas' i n  1833-1834 a s  wel l .  If t h i s  was so ,  
i t  would tend  t o  exp la in  rrhy t h a t  church fol lows s o  c l o s e l y  t h e  des ign  of Chr i s t  Church: 
which P h i l l i p s  had done e a r l i e r .  

So f a r  a s  is p r e s e n t l y  knosin, J e f f e r son  provided plans f o r  only one church bui lding--  
o ld  C h r i s t  Church. That no longer  s t ands .  Therefore,  S t .  l'homas' Episcopal Church-- 
pa t t e rned  c l o s e l y  on Chr i s t  Church and perhaps built :  by t h e  same master hui lder - -  
uniquely s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  as being presumably t h e  only surv iv ing  
bu i ld ing  which r e f l e c t s  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s  ideas  on church a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

WHBT 



Pr in ted  Books and ?lanuscripts  -- 
Cave, Miss Georgiana. L e t t e r  t o  , October 10, 1853.- Copy i n  possess ion  of 
Lyne M. Shackelford,  Senior  Warden. S t .  Thonas' Church. 
Grayson, Jennie. Thornley, "Old Chr i s t  church," Magazine of  Albemarle County His tory ,  - v01. 8 ,  1947-48. 
See con t inua t ion  shee t  #1 
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7. Desc r ip t ion  
corner  of t h e  church. Considerable a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a t  t h a t  t ime 
included removal of  t h e  g a l l e r y  and t h e  pointed arches over  and f l a n k i n g  t h e  
chancel  en t rance  and r ep lac ing  t h e  cen te r  a rch  with a r ec t angu la r  opening 
f lanked by Doric columns. The chancel  was l i kewise  extended s t i l l  f u r t h e r .  
F i n a l l y  i n  1975 t h e  r e c l o r ' s  s tudy was b u i l t ,  connected t o  t h e  church bu i ld ing  
by a  c l o i s t e r .  The s t a i n e d - g l a s s  windows were added a t  va r ious  times s i n c e  1885; 
some of  the  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  was furn ished  by Tiffany. 
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